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Update

It has been over two years since the public meeting in Kilmorack Hall where the campaign to bring
Aigas Forest into community ownership was launched. Those present back in March 2009 may
remember that there were concerns about the availability of funds for community buy-outs; but it
was agreed that if you don’t try then you clearly won’t succeed. Well those concerns were cer-
tainly not unfounded. The days of big contributions from the National Lottery and the Scottish
Land Fund are gone, especially where the buy-out is of publicly owned land like Aigas Forest. But
with changing finances come changing rules.
In 2009 the only option on the table was to
purchase the forest, now communities can
consider leasing from the Forestry Commission
instead. Leases can be for anything between
25 and 125 years - timescales that allow a
community considerable scope for activity.
And entering a lease does not prevent pur-
chase at any time in the future, if funding
changes for the better.

Aigas Community Forest were given until June
this year to raise the funds for purchase but
we haven’t made more than a small dent in
the asking price of £690,000. So we’ve started
to look at the leasing option more closely.
There are a lot of issues to consider and it is by no means a simple process but we have now writ-
ten to the Forestry Commission asking for extra time to investigate leasing. At the moment we

have forestry experts working up a business plan that

will allow us to estimate financial viability for a

\oeY"" leased forest and provide us with the information we
x Y@\/\A.C\M‘ need to negotiate a fair rent. This work is funded
1\/\‘/{"g with grants from LEADER and The Highland Council.
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